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Directions: In this Webquest you will be visiting a variety of poetry websites. In addition to answering the guided questions thoroughly, feel free to browse around. You might stumble upon something that moves you! 

Go to www.poetryoutloud.org and find the answers to the following questions. Do not leave any stone unturned…the answers can be hidden anywhere! ( 

1. According to the text, what are two exciting current trends in poetry right now?

2. Poetry Out Loud helps students do what three things?

3. In what year was Poetry Out Loud launched in High Schools nationwide? 

4. How many students participated in Poetry Out Loud last year?

5. Read “A Narrow Fellow in the Grass” by Emily Dickinson. What do you think this poem is describing? What specific quotes and lines point you to this conclusion?

6. What are some examples of sensory imagery in “Abandoned Farmhouse” by Ted Kooser? (Give specific quotes with lines) 

7. What might have happened to the family in “Abandoned Farmhouse”? What makes you think this?

8. What kind of rhyme scheme is found in the first stanza of “Blow, Blow, Thou Winter Wind” by William Shakespeare? Is there internal or end rhyme?
9. What is the rhyme scheme of “The Road Not Taken” by Robert Frost?

10. List examples of alliteration with line references in Karl Shapiro’s “Buick”. 

11. List examples of assonance in “A Noiseless Patient Spider” by Walt Whitman. 

12. What similes are found in Christina Rossetti’s “A Birthday”? And what do they add to the tone of the poem?

13. What do the metaphors found in “Difference” by Stephen Vincent Benet mean?  

14. Punctuation, or lack thereof, is crucial in reading poetry aloud. Which lines in “Fairy-tale Logic” by A.E. Stallings should be read through, without pause? How do you know this? Give quotes and specific line numbers. 
Let’s switch it up! Now visit http://www.poetrysociety.org/psa/poetry/poetry_in_motion/ and answer the questions that follow.

15. Poetry in Motion®, “one of the most popular public literacy programs in American history”, was launched in 1992 by what two organizations?
16. What does Poetry in Motion® do exactly?

17. Name 5 cities that have Poetry in Motion® has appeared in.

18. Click on the link “Search the Poetry in Motion ® Atlas” and select a city of interest on the interactive map. Then, peruse the poems listed for your chosen city and select your favorite. Write the title, poet’s name and two sentences about what you think it may mean.

19. To find out more about Poetry in Motion ®, visit http://www.literary-arts.org/pim/pim-poems-selected.php. How many people does this campaign reach daily?

20. When are new poetry cards unveiled?

Go to http://www.tc.umn.edu/~bekk0013/amandamichelle/past1.html. Read William Stafford’s “Fifteen” and answer the questions that follow. I have reposted the questions on here for your convenience. 

21. What perspective is being employed in this poem?

22. In your opinion, what is the mood of this poem? Use lines, words, images etc. from the poem to support your answer.

23. Why do you think the poet repeats the line “I was fifteen” throughout the poem? What effect does it create?

24. It’s pretty cool when poetry finds its way into pop culture. Visit http://www.loc.gov/poetry/ and scroll around. What comic strip features a poem by Robert Frost? What is the name of the Frost poem and what is it about?

Extra Credit Opportunity (worth 15 points)

Write your own version of the poem “Fifteen”. Follow directions explicitly stated on http://www.tc.umn.edu/~bekk0013/amandamichelle/past1.html. Due typed and properly formatted on April 8.

